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The CONTENTS. 
INTRODUCTION. 


Mr. Berridge's uncommon piety and zeal give an 
uncommon ſanction to his dangerous, though well- 
meant miſtakes. 


FIRST SECTION. 


Mr. Berridge advances the capital error of the 
antinomians, when he ſays, that faith muſt ur- 
TERLY exclude ALL juſtification by works, and 
when he repreſents the pallport of obedience as a 
** paper-kite,” 


SECOND SECTION. 


A view of the doctrine of the Soliſidians with 
reſpect to the goſpel-law, or the law of liberty, 
which Mr. B. ndirefly calls a cobweb;” and 
with reſpect to ſincere obedience, which he direfly 
calls Wa jack o'lanthorn” With two notes 
ſhowing, that Mr. B. holds the doctrine of merit 
of congruity, as muck as Thomas Aquinas, and 
that Bellarmine d abſolute reprobation, as muck 
as Mr. Toplady. 


THIRD SECTION. 


An anſwer to the dangerous arguments of Mr. B. 
28 ſincere obedience, in which it 15 proved, 
: hriſt 9 7 Mc the _ * = 

reachers” for ing our eafuble as re- 
deemed ſinners; and ** Mr. He. raſh ps 
againſt obedience, as the condition of eternal /al- 
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valion, totally ſubvert faith it/elf, which he calls 
the total term of all ſalvation.” 


FOURTH SECTION. 


len Mr. B. grants, that © our Damnation is |. 
wholly from ourſelves,” he grants that our fal- 
vation is ſuſpended upon ſome term, which through 
grace we have fpepwer to fulfil; and in this caſe, 
unconditional reprobation, abſolute eledtion, and 
finiſhed /alvation, are fal/e doctrines; and Caluin's 
whole /v/lem flands upon a ſandy foundation: 
with a Note upon a pamphlet, called“ A check 

U upon checks.“ 


FIFTH SECTION. 


Mr. B. canazdly grants the conditionality 
of perſeverance, and quent of Election, 

by ſhowing much reſpect to © Sergeant I. F.“ 
| who guards the camp of Jeſus :”., But /oon 
picking a quarrel with the valiant Sergeant; 
| oddly diſcharges him as a Jew, opens the camp 
to the antinomians by oppoſing to them only a ſham 
3 centinel, and ſhews the foundation of Calumi/m 


in a moſt ſtriking light. 


| CONCEIUSION. | 


In which the author expreſſes again his brotherly 
love. for Mr. B. makes an apology for the miſtakes 
of has pious antagomſt, and accounts for the oddity 
of his own ſtyle in anſwering him. | 
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INTRODUCTION. 


AVING animadverted upon Mr, H's Finif- 
ing Stroke, I proceed to ward off the firſt 
blow, which the Rev. Mr. Berridge has given to 
practical religion. But, before 1 mention his 
miſtakes, I muſt do juſtice to his perſon, It is 
by no means my deſign to Ae him as @ 
divine, who either leads a looſe life, or intends 
to hurt the Redeemer's intereſt. His conduct as a 
chriſtian 1s 8 : his labours as a Miniſter 
are great; and I am perfuaded that the wron 
touches, which he gives to the ark of godlineſs, 
are not only undeſigned, but intended to do God 
ſervice. | | 
There are ſo many things commendable in the 
ious Vicar of Everton, and ſo much truth in his 
Chriſtian world unmaſked, that I find it an hardſhip 
to expole the unguarded parts of that performance. 
But the cauſe of this hardſhip 1s the ground of my 
apology, Mr. B. is a good, an excellent man, 
therefore the antinomian errors, which go abroad 
Ag into 
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into the world with his letters of recommendation, 
{peak in his evangelical ſtrain, and are armed 
with the poignancy of his wit, cannot be too ſoon 

ointed out, and too carefully guarded againſt, 
1 flatter myſelf, that this conſideration will pro- 
cure me his pardon, for taking the liberty of 
diſpatching his * valiant ſergeant.” with ſome 
doles of rational and ſcriptural antidote for thoſe, 
who have drunk into the pleaſing miſtakes of 
His book, and want his piety to hinder them 
from carrying ſpeculative into practical antino- 
mianiſm. 


———⏑Ul3— ———— 


FIRST SECTION. 


a 


Mr. Berridge advances. the capital error of ths 
Antinomans, when he ſays, that“ Faith muſt 
VTTERLY exclude ALL juſtification by works :” 


and when he repreſents * the paſſports of 


obedience” as a paper-tate. 


NE of my opponents has juſtly obſerved, 
that „the principal cauſe of controverfy 
among us'” is the doctrine of our juſtification 
by the works of faith in the day of judgment, 
At this rampart of practical godlinefs Mr. B. 
levels ſuch propoſitions as theſe in his Chrifttan 
world unmaſked, 2d. Edition, p. 170, 171. FINAL 
juſtification by faith 1s the eariTar doftrine of the 
goſpel Faith being the term of ſalvation, Sc. muſt 
UTTERLY exclude ALL juſtification by works—=And 
p- 26, we read of an As LU TE mpoſſibility of being 
quſtified TN ANY MANNER by our works.. | 
If theſe 2 are true, ſay, reader, if St. 
James, St. Paul, and Jeſus Chriſt did not advance 
great untruths when they ſaid: By works a man 
25 JUSTIFIED and not by faith only, James ii. 24. 
For not the hearers' of the lay [of Chrift | are juſt 


before 
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before God, but the HoeRS ſhall be just r rIE D, &c, 
in the day when God fhall judge the ſecrets of men by 
fo Chriſt, Rom. ii. 13. 16. For Lanes our 

ord, when ſpeaking of the day of judgment] by 
thy wCRDs thou ſhalt be jusTLFIED, &c. Matt, xii, 
37. Chriſtian reader, ſay, who 1s miſtaken, 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, or the late Fellow of 
Clarc-hall? 


6 Mr. B. goes farther ſtill, Without ceremony 
he ſhuts the gates of heaven againſt every man, 
who ſeeks to be juſtified by works, according to 
our Lord's and St. James's dottrine, For when 


he has aſſured 72 171, that faith muſt uTTERLY 
iſica 


exclude ALL juſtiſication by works he immediately 
adds © And the man who ſeeks to be juſtified by has 
paſſport of obedience, will nd no paſſage through the 
city gates,” Might not our author have unmaſked 


_ calviniſm a little more and told the chriſtian 


world, that the man who minds what Chriſt ſays 
thall be turned into hell ? 

See the boldneſs of Solifidianiſm!“ In our 
Lord's days believers were to keep their mouths 
as with a bridle, and to abſtain from every idle 
word, leſt in the day of judgment they ſhould not 
be juftified, In St. John's time they were to do 
Chriſt's commandments, that they might enter through 
the gates into the 1 20 Rev. xxii. 14, but in our 
days a goſpel-miniſter aſſures us, P. 171, that the 
believer, Who according to our Lord's doctrine 
ſecks to be juſtified by his paſſport of obedience, 
will find no paſſage through the city gates. He may 


talk of the tree of life, and ſoar up with his PArER- 


KITE tothe gates of paradiſe, but will find no entrance.” 
I grant it, if an Antinomian Pope has St, Peter's 
Fx key; 


® Solifidianiſm is the doctrine of theSolifidiansz and the Soliſi- 
dians are men, who becauſe ſinners are juſtified | /ola fide] by 
SOLE FAITH in the day of converſion, infer as Mr. B. that 
6 believing is the total term of all ſalvation,” and conclude as 
Mr. H. that the doctrine of frnal juſtification by the works of 
faith in the great day, is ** full of nottenneſs and deadly poiſon,” 


I is a ſofter word tor ntingmianiſm, 


| 
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key; but ſo long as Chriſt has the key of David: 
fo long as he opens, and no Solikdian ſhuts; the 
dutiful ſervant, inſtead of being ſent flying to 
hell after the “ paper- kite“ of obedience, will, 
through his Lord's merits, be honourably admitted 
into heaven by the paſſport of good works, which 
he has about him. For, though the remembrance 
of his ſins and the ſight of his Saviour, will make 
him aſhamed to produce it ; yet he had rather die 
ten thouſand deaths, than be found without it. 
The celeſtial porter, after having kindly opened 
it for him, will read it before an innumerable 
company of angels, and ſay, Enter into the joy of 
thy Lord for I was hungry and thou gaveſt me meat ; 
&c. Matt. xxv. 35, &c. 


If the Vicar of Everton throws in an Antino- 
mian caveat againſt this . paſſport of obedience,” + 
and ridicules it ſtill as a „ paper-kite,” Ifaiah and 
St. Paul will ſoon ſilence him. Open ye the gates, 


- ſays the evangelical prophet, that the righteous 


nation which keepeth the truth of the goſpel-precepts, 
as well as of the goſpel-doctrines, may enter in- 
for adds the evangelical Apoſtle, Circumciſion 
[Re all profeſſions of faith] is nothing, 
ut the keeping of the commandments of God, Yea, 
though I have ALL FAITH and no charity, 7 am 
nothing, If. xxvi. 2. 1 Cor. vii. 19. xiii. 2, 

If I am at the city gates, when Mr. B. will ex- 
claim againſt the * paſſport of obedience,” I think 
IT ſhall venture to check his imprudence by the fol- 
lowing queſtions. Can there be a medium between 
not having a paſſport of obedience and having one of dif- 
obedience ? Muſt a man, to the honour of free grace, 
take a paſſport of refractorineſs along with him ? 
Muſt he bring a certificate of adultery and murder to 

« be 


+ 1 ſpeak only of the obedience of faith, It is only for that 
obedience, and for the works of faith that St. James pleads in his 
epiſtle, Mr. V. in the Minutes, aud I in the Checks, All other 
vobedience is infixcere, all other works phariſaical, | 
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be welcome into the new Jeruſalem? I am perſuad- 
ed that with the utmoſt abhorrence Mr. B. anſwers 
No ! But his great Diana, ſpeakslouder than he, and 
ſays before all the world: There is no need that 
he ſhould have a teſtimonium of adultery and 
murder, but he may if he pleaſes; nay, if he is ſo 
inclined, he may get a diploma of treachery and in- 
ceſt: it will never invalidate his title to glory; for 
if David and the inceſtuous Corinthian had ſaving 
faith, inamiſſible eternal life, and finiſhed ſalvation, 
when they committed their crimes ; and if Faith or 
BELIEVING | as Mr, Berridge affirms, p. 168. |] is 
the TOTAL term of ALL ſalvation,” why might not 
every Chriſtian, if he is ſo minded, murder his 
neighbour, worſhip idols, and gratify even in- 
ceſtuous luſts as well as primitive backſliders with- 


out riſking his finifhked falvation ? Upon this- 


antinomian axiom advanced by Mr. B. “ Believing 
is the TOTAL term of ALL falvation,” I lay my 
engine, a grain of reaſon, and aſk every unprejudiced 
perſon, who is able to conclude that two and two 
make four, whether we may not, without an 


magical power, heave morality out of the world, 


or Calviniſm out of the church? | 

If Mr. Berridge pleads, that when he ſays, p. 168, 
% Believing is the TOTAL term of ALL ſaluation, he 
means a faith including and producing all obedi- 
ence:“ I reply, Then he gives up ſolifidianiſm, he 


means the very faith which I contend for in the 


Checks; and preſſing him with his own definition of 
faith; I aſk, how can a © faith including all obe- 
dience, include murder, as in the caſe of David; 
zdolatry, as in the caſeof Solomon; lying, curfing and 
denying 1 as in the caſe of Peter; and even inceſt 
as in the caſe of the apoſtate Corinthian ? Are mur- 
der, idolatry, curſing, and inceſt, “ all obedience? If 


Mr. B. err No: Then David, Solomon, &c. 


loſt the juſtifying faith of St. Paul, whentheyloſtthe 


Juſtifying worksof St. James; and ſo Mr. B. gives up 
the point together with calviniſm.-If he ſays Tes: he 
nenn N b | mat 
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not only gives up St. James's juſtification, but quite 
unmaſks antinomianiſm: and the rational world 
„Who come and iy 8 may ſee that his doctrine ot 
grace is not a chaſte, but a great Diana, who pays as | 
little regard to decency, as ſhe does to ſcripture. 
If this is a ſophiſm, I humbly intreat the learned | 
Fellow of Clare-hall to convince the world of it, by 
ſhewing where the fallacy hes. He can doit if it 
can be done, * having conſumed a deal of candle at a 
noted hall at ere in lighting up a good un- 
derſtanding, even after he was declared maſter of | 
the art of logic. But if the dilemma is forcible, and 
grinds calviniſm as between an upper and anether 
mill-ſtone, I hope that he will no longer oppoſe the 
dictates of reaſon merely to pour contempt upon 
our Lord's doctrine of a believer's juſtification by 
the works of faith; and to ſport himſelf with obedi- 
ence, rendered as ridiculous as Sampſon was, when 
the Philiſtines treated him as a blind mill-horſe, 


SECOND SECTION. 


Containing an account of the doctrine of the 
Solifidians with reſpett to "rt Bo goſpetaw, 
or law of liberty, which Mr. B. mdtretly calls a 
cobweb ; and with reſpect to ſincere obedience, 5 

rich he directly calls a jack o'lanthorn: 


WWI have already ſeen how Mr. B. gives thepaſs- 
port of obedience to the winds as a boyiſh trum- 
pery. To render the 2 more contemptible, 
p. 145, he ties to it inſtead of a tail, © a ſpruce new. 


fet of duties half a qard long, called W 
| a 
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and evangelically-legal, unknown to Chriſt and Jus 
apoſtles, but diſcovered lately by ſome ingenious gentle- 
men,” Juſt as if I, who have ventured upon 
thoſe expreſſions, to indicate the harmony that ſub- 
ſiſts between the promiſes of the goſpel and the 
duties of the law of liberty, and Mr. Weſley who 
has let thoſe compounded words paſs in the ſecond 
check, were the firſt men who have taught, that be- 
lievers are not without law to God, but under a law to 
Chriſt. 1 Cor. ix. 21. Juſt as if no body had ſaid 
before us Do we make void the law through faith, or 
through the goſpel ? God forbid / Yea, we eftabliſh 
the law, Rom. iii. 31. That is, by preaching a faith 
that worketh by love, we eſtabliſh the moral law : for 
love is the fulfilling of it, and he that loveth another 
has fulfilled the law, Rom. xiii. 8, 10,—-Not indeed 
the ceremonial law of Moſes, for ceremonies and 
love are not the ſame thing ; nor yet the adamic law 
of innocence, for if the apoſtle had ſpoken of that 
law, he would have ſaid, He that has ALwars loved 
another with PERFECT love, has fulfilled the law : 
therefore he evidently ſpeaks of the evangelical 
law, preached thus by St. James to believers, So 
ſpeak ye, and fo do, as they that ſhall be judged by the 
LAW OF LIBERTY, Jam. ii. 12. A law which is ſo 
called, not becauſe it gives us the leaſt liberty to 
fin : but becauſe, during the day of ſalvation, it 
indulges us with the precious liberty to repent of 
our former fins, and come to Chriſt for pardon, 
and for ſtronger ſupplies of ſanctifying grace. 
However, Mr. Berridge, as if the antinomians 
had already burned St. James's epiſtle, ſays, p. 144, 
after ſpeaking of the law of innocence given to 
Adm belies the fall, AU other laws,” [ and con- 
ſequently the law of liberty] are cobwebs of an human 
brain: What, Sir, do you think, that Moſes was 
a ſpiritual ſpider, when he wove the ceremonial 
law ? Can you pony imagine that David's blefſed 
man, whoſe delight is in THE LAW of the Lord, medi- 
tates day and night in a LAW, Which bids him . and 
"upon his own legs,” and abſolutely deſpair of mercy 
2 | x * 
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upon „ fingle af ?” Would you on ſecond 
thoughts ſay, that St. Paul and St. James weave 
« cobzoebs** in the brains of mankind when they 
declare, that the end of the COMMANDMENT | or of 
Chriſt's law] is charity from a pure heart, a good con- 


, ſeience and faith unfeigned ; when they ſpeak of 


FULFILLING the royal law according to the ſcripture, 
Thow ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf ; or when they 
aſſure us, that he who loveth another HATH FULFIL- 
LED 1T; and exhort us to bear one another's burdens 
and fo FULFIL THE-LAW OF CHRIST? See 1 Tim. 
i. 5. Jam. ii. 8. Gal. v. 13. and Gal, vi. 2. 


{ I ſhall not borrow here the raſh expreſſion, 
which Mr. Berridge uſes when he confounds ori- 
inal worthineſs, and derived merit, and reflects 
upon Chriſt, who evidently attributes the latter 
to believers : I ſhall not ſay, that my new oppo- 
nent's miſtake is enough to make + a devil bluſh :** 
but I may venture to affirm, that before he can 
prove, the {aw of liberty is a ** cobweb,” he muſt 


not only burn St. James's epiſtle, but ſweep 
away 


+ How ſtrangely may prejudice influence a good man? Mr. 
Berridge, p. 164, &c. raiſes a mafked' battery againſt the article 
of the Minutes, where Mr. Weſley hints, that the word merit might 


be uſed in a Scriptcral ſenſe to expreſs what Dr. Owen, by an 


uncouth circumlocution, calls, The rewardable condecency, that our 
whole obedience, through God's gracious appointment, has untocternal 
lie — Ob, Sir, [ſays M. B.] God muſt abominate the pride, the 
inſolence of human pride, which could dream of merit: it is 
enougb to make a devil bluſh.” —There is great truth in theſe 
es if Mr. B. ſpeaks only of proper merit, or merit o condignneſs : 
but if he extends them to the evangelical worthineſs ſo frequently 


mentioned by our Lord; if he applies them to improper merit, 


generally called merit of congruity, he indirectly cherges Chriſt 
with teaching a doctrine ſo exceſſively diabolical, that the devil 
himſelf would be aſhamed of it; and what is more ſurpriſing tin, 


if I miſtake not, he indirectly inforces the dreadful hereſy himſelf 


by an 1LLuSTRATION,” Which in ſome degree ſhows how God 


- rewards us ** for” our works, and © according 9 k 
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out of charity, to weed alittle ſpot of four ſquare yards. Both 
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gentleman { ſays he] employs two labourers 
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away the epiſtles of St. Paul to the Romans and 
to the Galatians; together with the law, the 
Prophets, and the Pſalms, While he conſiders 
whether the tree of Antinomianiſm will yield a 
beſom ſtrong enough for that purpoſe, I beg 
leave to dwell a moment upon another of his 
miſtakes, It reſpects obedience and good works, 
againſt which Solifidians indirettly wage an 
eternal war, It runs through ſeveral pages, but 
centers in the following unguarded propoſitions, 
B 


P. 35» 
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are old and much decrepit, but one is ſtronger than the other. 
The ſtronger weeds three yards, and receives three crowns 
the weaker weeds one, and receives one crown, Now both the 
labourers are rewarded FOR their labour, and accorDinG ro 
their labour, but not for the MERIT of their labour.” 
Granted, if merit is taken in the ſenſe of proper merit, or 
merit of condignneſs and equivalence ; but abſolutely denied if 
it is taken in the ſenſe of improper worthineſs, or merit of 
congrutty. Let Thomas Aquinas, the moſt famous of all the 
Papiſt divines, bring his ſtandard of merit, and meaſure Mr. 
B. and if the Vicar of Ererton [how loud ſoever he may 
exclaim againſt the worp] is not found holding the Doc. 
TRINE of merit of congruity as much as Mr. Baxter, let me 
for ever forfeit all pretenſions to a grain of common ſenſe. « The 
angelic Doctor“ defines merit thus: © Dicitur aliquis mereri ex 
condigno, quando invenitur æquslitas interpremium et meritum 
{ecundum æſtimationem: ex cong740 autem, tantum quando talis 
æqualitas non invenitur; ſed ſolum ſecunc um liberalitatem dan. 
tis munus tribuitur quod dante m decet.“ That is, A man is 
ſaid to merit it with a mer7t of condrgnnsfs”* i. e. to merit properly} 
when upon an average there appears an equality between the 
reward and the merit. But he is ſaid to merit only with a merit of 
congruity [i. e. to merit improperly] when there is no ſuch equality; 
pe: when a benefactor out of mere liberality makes a preſent, 
which becomes him to make.” — Now, let candid men compare 
Mr. Berridge's 1LLUSTRAT1ION, with the definition that the moſt 
renowned Papiſt Doctor has given us of merit; and let them ſay 
if Mr. B. inſtead of 2 the hair, does not maintain, and 
ILLUSTRATE the doctrine of merit of congrutty; and if one of 
the bluſhes which he ſuppoſes our Lo1d's doctrive of worthineſs or 
merit would bring upon the face of ſome modeſt devil, does not 
become the author of the Chriſtian world unmaſked more 
than the author of the Minutes, | 


— 
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P. 25.1. 18. Sincere obedience is no where mentioned 
in the goſpel as a CONDITION of ſalvation ; and p. gb. 
I. 4. Works have no ſhave in the covenant of grace as a 
CONDITION of life. I grant it, if by ſalvation, in the 
rſt propoſition, and by /ife in the ſecond, Mr. B. 
means INITIAL falvatton, and life BEGUN in the 
world of grace, For undoubtedly the free gift 
25 come upon all men to juſtification, or ſalvation 
from the damning guilt of original fin, and 
conſequently to ſome intereſt in the divine 
favour previous to all obedience and works, 
Again and again have J obſerved, that as by 
one man's diſobedience, many | « mea, the multi- 
tudes of men ] were made ſinmers; ſo by the obedience 
of one, many | uw Tax, the multitudes of men 
fhall, to the end of the world, be made righteous, 
1, e. partakers of the above-mentioned jultif- 
cation, in conſequence of Chriſt's atonement 


and the talent of free grace, and ſupernatural 


light, which enlightens every man that comes into 
the world, | Compare Rom. v. 18, 19, with 
John i. 4, 5, 9.] Far from oppoſing this mutzal 
LiFE Of free grace, this SALVATION uncon- 
eitionally begun, I aſſert its neceffity againſt the 
Pelagians, and its reality againſt the Papiſts 
and Calviniſts, who agree to maintain, that 
God has abſolutely “ reprobated a conſiderable 

part 


Some of my readers will wonder at my coupling the Cal. 
viniſts and the Romaniſts, when I ſpeak of thoſe who hold 
abſolute reprobation ; but my obſervaiion is founded upon matter 
of fact. We are too well acquainted with the opinion of the 
Calviniſts concerning the veſſels of wrath. The ſentiments of 
thewPapilts not being ſo public, may be brought to light by the 
following anecdote. Being {ome years ago at Ganges in the 
South of France, I went with Mr. Pomaret, the Proteſtant 
Miniſter of that town, to recommend to divine mercy the 
ſoul of a woman dying in child-bed. When we came out 
of the houſe, he ſa d: Did you take notice of the perſon Who 
was by the bed-ſide? He is a Man-midwife, and a ſtrenuous 


Papiſt. You ſee by the conſequences that this poor woman had 


a very hard labour. As it was doubtfub whether the child 
would be born alive, he inſiſted upon baptizing it in the womb, 
arec une ſeringue according to cuſtom. The * women 
in the room exclaimed againſt his intention of tormenting a 


( 
| 
| 


: 
: 
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part of mankind. But Mr. Berridge's pro- 
poſitions are Antinomianiſm unmaſked, it he 
extends their meaning (as his ſcheme does) 

B 2 | to 


woman in that extremity, by ſo ridiculons and needleſs an 
operation. Needleſy! replicd he, how can you call that need- 
leſs, which will fave a ſoul? Do you not know that if the child 
dies unbaptized, it will certainly be loſt ? The doftrine of the 
Romiſh Church is then free wrath, or /rce reprobation for 
the myriads of infants, who die without baptiim all the world 
over. 

I beg leave to confirm this anecdote by a public teſtimony. 
My opponents have frequently mentioned the agreement of my 
ſentiments with thoſe of the Popiſh champion Bel/armine. This 
gave me a deſire of looking into his works. Accordingly I 
procured them laſt winter; and, to my great ſurpriſe, betore I 
had read a page, 1 found him a peculiar admirer of the great 
Predeſtinarian St. Auguſtine, whom he perpetually quotes. 
Nay, he is fo ſtrenuous an aſſertor of Calviniſtic election, that, 
to prove We can give no account of God's election on our part,” 
among the reaſons advanced by Calvin, Coles, Zanchus, &c. in 
ſupport of unconditional election and reprobation, he propoſes 
the following argument, 4 Tertia ratio, &c. ducitur a parvulorum 
diverſitate, quorum aliqui rapiuntur ſtatin a baptiſmo, alii paulo 
ante baptiſmum, quorum priores ad gloriam prædeſtinatorum, 
poſteriores ad poenam reproborum pertinere non eſt dubium : 
nec poſſunt hic ulla merita previſa, ulluſve bonus uſus liberi 
arbitrii, ant gratiæ ſingi. Bell. Opera De gratia et libero arbitrio. 
Cap. V. Tg IN 16, 1. p. 766. That is „Te third reaſon is 
taken ſrom the different lot of little children: 175 being ſnatched 
immediately after baptiſm, and others a little before baptiſm : the 


former of whom undoubtedly go to the glory of the ele; and tle 


latter, to the puniſhment of the reprobates. Nor can any deſert 
reſcen, or any good uſe of free-will or of grace be here pretended 
is argument is truly worthy of the cauſe which it ſupports. 


The very eſſence of Calviniſm is an irreconcileable oppoſition to 


the ſecond goſpel-axiom. And as Bel/armine's argument de- 
-moliſhes that axiom, (it being impoſlible that the damnation of 
reprobated infants ſhould be from themſelves) he neceſſarily 
builds up Calviniſm, with all its gracious doftrines. I might 
Here return my laſt opponent theſe words of his Finiſhing Stroke, 
p. 15- which he writes in capitals, © So BxLLARMINE” 
„See Str, what company you ure again found in:“ But I do 
not admire ſuch arguments, Were father Walſh and Cardinal 
Bellarmine in the right, it would be no more diſgrace to Mr. 
Hill to ſtand betweeen them both, than it is to me to believe 
with the Cardinal, that Chriſt has ſaid, In the day 7 judgment 

thy words ait thou be juſtified. For, as a diamond does nut 
ome a pebble upon the finger of a Papiſt, ſo truth docs not 


* 


become a be under his pen. 
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to jin:fhed ſalvation, and to a life of glory, uncon- 
ditionally beſtowed upon adulterous backſliders : 
for ſincere obedience, or the good works, or faith, are 
a condition | or, to uſe Mr, B's word, * a term” ] 
indiſpenſably required of all, that ſtay lon 

enough upon the ſtage of hfe, to att as mora 
agents. Every branch in me that beareth not fruit 


bs: . . 
he taketh away, John xv. 2. Be not deceived, neithey 


fornicators, &c. fhall inherit the kingdom of God. 


1 Cor. vi. 9, See Ezek. xviii, and xxxiii. If the 
penitent t/uef had lived, ſays our Church, and not 
regarded the works of faith, he ſhould have loſt his 


ſalvation again. As for the argument taken from 


"theſe words, he that believeth now, with the heart 


unto righteouſneſs] hath everlaſting life, [i. e. has 
a title to and a taſte of a life of glory, and ſhall 
have the enjoyment of it, if he continues in the 


faith, rooted and grounded :] it is anſwered at large, 


4th Check. p. 94, &c. 

Page 38. Mr. B. unmaſks Antinomianiſm in the 
following propoſition, *I have gathered up my ends 
reſpefing this matter: and I truſt you of at length 
that ſincere obedience is nothing but a jack-0'lanthorn, 
dancing here and there and every here: no man could 
ever catch him, but thouſands have been loſt by follow» 
ing him.” 

Af I miſtake not, Mr. Berridge here exceeds 
Mr. Hill. The author of P. O. only ſuppoſes, 
that works have nothing to do before the Judge 
of all the earth in the matter of our eternal ſal- 
vation, and that all believers ſhall “ fing louder” 
in heaven for all their crimes upon earth, But 
the Vicar of Everton repreſents fincere obedience 
[which 1s a collettion of all the good works of 
upright Heathens, Jews, and Chriſtians] as “4 
Jack-o'lanthorn ; and thouſands ;” ſays he * have 
been loſt by following him. Here is a blow at the 


root !J= What! thouſands loſt by following after 
« 8 to God's commands! Impoſſible !— 
Our piQus author, I hope, means inſucere obedience ; 


but 1f he ſtands to what he wrote, he muſt not be 
lurprized, if with the * good folls caſt in a goſpel 
; „ foundery, 
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&« ſoundery, 1 ring a fre- bell, and warn the proteſ- 
tant world againſt io capital amiſtake, That thou- 
ſands have been lolt by reſting in faithleſs, ſuperfi- 
cial, hypocritical, inſincere obedience, I grant: but 
thouſands !—loſt by following after ncere obe- 
dience, 1. e, after the obedience we u rightly per- 
form according to the light we have !— This is as 
impoſſible, as that the Holy Ghoſt ſhould lie when 
he teſtiſies, In every nation he that feareth God and 
worketh righteouſneſs ts accepted of him according to 
one or another of the divine diſpenſations : he 
is accepted as a converted heathen, jew, or chriſ- 
tian. 

Had I the voice of a trumpet I would ſhout 
upon the walls of our Jeruſalem ; Let no man de- 
ceive you e no body was ever loſt, but for not fol- 
lowing after, or for ſtarting from jencere obedtence 2 
<hriſtian faith itſelf being nothing but fencere obe- 
dience to this grand goſpel precept, Believe in the 
Lord Feſus Chriſt and thou jhait be ſaved. We have 
receiued apoftl:fhip, ſays St. Paul, for OBEDIENCE 
TO THE FAITH among all nations, Rom. i. 5. No 
adult children of Adam were ever eternally ſaved, 
but ſuch as followed after ſincere obedience, at leaſt 
from the time of their laft converſion, if they 
once drew back towards perdition, For Chr: 
ſays the apoſtle, is the author of ETERNAL ſalvation 
to them that obey him; and he undoubtedly means 
that obey him fancerely : he will render eternal life to 
them who by patient continuance in well. doing, or by 
perſevering in “ fincere obedience,” ſeek for glory. 
Has the Lord as great delight in burnt-offering, 


ſays Samuel, as in 0BEYING [and I dare ſay he 


meant fincerely obeying] the voite of the Lord. 
Behold | whatever ſolifidians may ſay] to oBty ts 
better than ſacrifice, and to htarken than the fat of 
rams: for rebellion ſor diſobedience} is as the fin of 
aortehcraft, and ftubbornneſs as idolatry, Lieb. v. 9. 
Rom. ii. 7. 1 Sam. xv. 22. Ware. | 

God, to ſhew the high value he puts upon fin- 
cere obedience, ſent Jetemiah to the Rechabites with 


Bs. 8 Sett. g. 
this mefſage; Thus ſaith the Lord of hoſts, x eavs t 


ye have OBEYED the commandment of fFonadab your 
father, and kept all his precepts : therefore _Fonadas 
the ſon of Rechab, ſhall not want a man to ſtand before 
me for ever. His capital charge againſt Iſrael is that 
of diſobedience, St. Peter, who obferves that the 
believing Jews had purified their ſouls by oBEYING 
the truth, aſks what ſhall the end be of them that obey _ 
not the goſpel? And St. Paul anſwers, that Chriſt 
will come in flaming fire taking vengeance of them 
and*that God will render tribulation and wrath to 
them that do not OBEY the truth, but OBEY wnrighte- 
euſneſs and even that famous paſſage, He that be- 
hieveth on the ſon hath everlaſting life, and hie that be- 
bieveth not the fon, ſhall not fee life, John iii. 36, is 
in the original a rampart againſt ſolifidianifm: for 
in the laſt fentence of: it, the word rendered be- 
heveth not, is not ov mxtvwy, 1n oppoſition to the firſt 
clauſe : but am, an expreſſion, which, by ſig- 
nifying equally he who DISOBEYETH and he who be- 
heveth not, guards the doctrine of obedience as 
{ſtrongly as that of faith. 


THIRD SECTION. 


An anſwer ta Mr. B's capital arguments again 
ſincere obedience. | . 


12 ſerious reader probably wonders at the pi- 
ous vicar of Everton, and aſks if he ſupports 
his aſſertions againſt ſincere obedience. by argu- 
ments? Yes he does, and ſome of them are ſo 
gee, that the ſimple. can hardly avoid being 

ceived by them: nay. and ſome of the judicious 
too: for aſking laſt: ſummer, a ſenſible clergyman, 
what part of Mr. B's book. he admired moſt, be 

| convince 
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convinced me of the ſeaſonableneſs of this publi- 
cation by replying, © I think him moſt excellent 
upon ſincere obedience.” A glaring proof this, that 
the impoſhbility of deceiving the very elect is not 
abſolute, and that our Lord did-not give them an 
impertinent caution when he ſaid, Take heed that no 
man deceide you. But let us hear Mr. B. 

P. 24. Perhaps you think that Chriſt came to 
ſhorten man's duty, and make it more feaſible by 
ſhoving a commandment out of Moles's tables, as 
the papiſts have done ; or by clipping and paring 
all the commandments, ag the moraliſts do. Thus 
fincere obedience, inſtead of perfet, is now con- 
ſidered as the law of works. But if Jeſus Chriſt 
came to ſhorten man's duty he came to give us a 
licence to ſin. For duty cannot be ſhortened with- 
out breaking commandments, And thus Chriſt 
becomes a miniſter of ſin with a witneſs, and muſt 
be ranked at the head of antinomian preachers.— 
To this ſpecious argument I reply: 

(4) After the fall, Chriſt was given in the pro- 
miſe to mankind as a Mediator; and help was laid 
upon him to make man's duty (as a redeemed ſin- 
ner) fealible, To deny it, is to deny man's re- 
demption. At that firſt promulgation of the gol- 
pel, what St, Paul calls the law of faith, and St, 
2 the lat of liberty, took place. This gracious 

aw has been in force under all the diſpenſations 
of the everlaſting goſpel ever ſince, And ac- 
cording to its tenor in the day of judgment we 
all be juſtified or condemned, Mat. xii. 97.,— 
(2) To aſſert that the law of liberty or the law of faith 
requires of us gr innocence, and ſuch a 
perfection of bo uy and rational powers as Adam 
had before the fall, is to fet Chriſt's mediation 
_ aſide ; and to ſuppoſe, that it leaves us juſt where 
it found us, that is under the old adamic cove- 
nant, —-(g) The law of liberty neither “ ſhoves out, 
- pares, nor clips“ any moral commandment ; for it 
condemns a man for the adultery of the eye, as 
well as for groſs fornication; and for the W 
5 9% © 
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this meſſage; Thus ſaith the Lord of hoſts, z eas 


ye have OBEYED the commandment of fFonadab your 
father, and kept all his precepts : therefore Fonadab 
the ſon of Rechab, ſhall not want a man to ſtand before 
me for ever. His capital charge againſt Iſracl is that 
of diſobedience. St. Peter, who obferves that the 
believing Jews had purified their ſouls by oBEYING 
the truth, aſks what ſhall the end be of them that obey 
not the goſpel? And St. Paul anfwers, that Chrift 
will come in flaming fire taking vengeance of them 
and that God will render tribulation and wrath to 
them that do not OBEY the truth, but OBEY unrighte- 
euſneſs ; and even that famous paſlage, He that be- 
hieveth on the ſon hath everlaſting life, and he that be- 
lieveth not the fon, Mall not fee life, John iii. 36, is 
in the original a rampart againſt ſolifidianifm: for 
in the laſt fentence of: it, the word rendered be- 
keveth not, is not ov mTxevwy;, in oppolition to the firſh 
clauſe : but ad, an expreſſion, which, by ſig- 
nifying equally ke who DISOBEYETH and he who be- 
heveth not, guards the doQrine of obedience as 
{ſtrongly as that of faith. * 


THIRD SECTION, 


An anſwer to. Mr. B's capital arguments again 
ſincere obedience. | . 


18 ſerious reader probably wonders at the pi- 
1 ous vicar of Everton, and aſks if he ſupports 
his aſfertions againſt ſincere obedience. by argu- 
ments? Yes he does, and ſome of them are ſo 
en that the ſimple can hardly avoid being 


ceived by them: nay and ſome of the judicious 


too: for wing laſt ſummer, a ſenſible clergyman, 
what part of Mr. B's book he admired moſt, 54 
| | | convince 


fidered as the law of works. 


had before the fa 
aſide; and to ſuppoſe, that it leaves us juſt where 
it found us, that is under the old adamic cove- 
nant, -(g) The law of liberty neither “ ſhoves out, 
- pares, nor clips“ any moral commandment ; for it 
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convinced me of the ſeaſonableneſs of this publi- 
cation by replying, © I think him moſt excellent 
upon fencere obedience.” A glaring proof this, that 
the impoſſibility of deceiving the very elect is not 
abſolute, and that our Lord did not give them an 
impertinent caution when he ſaid, Take heed that no 
man deceive you. But let us hear Mr. B. 

P. 24. Perhaps you think that Chriſt came to 
ſhorten man's duty, and make it more feaſible by 
ſhoving a commandment out of Moles's tables, as 
the papiſts have done ; or by clipping and paring 


all the commandments, as the moraliſts do. Thus 


ncere obedience, inſtead of perfe, is now con- 
ut if Jeſus Chriſt 
came to ſhorten man's duty he came to give us a 


licence to ſin. For duty cannot be ſhortened with- 
out breaking commandments, And thus Chriſt 


becomes a miniſter of ſin with a witneſs, and muſt 
be ranked at the head of antinomian preachers.— 
Jo this ſpecious argument I reply: 

(4) After the fall, Chriſt was given in the pro- 
miſe to mankind as a Mediator; and help was laid 
upon im to make man's duty (as a redeemed ſin- 
ner) feaſible. To deny it, is to deny man's re- 
demption. At that firſt promulgation of the gol- 
pel, what St. Paul calls the law of faith, and St. 
James, the law of liberty, took place. This gracious 
aw has been in force under all the diſpenſations 
of the everlaſting goſpel ever fince. And ac- 
cording to its tenor in the day of judgment we 
ſhall be juſtified or condemned, Mat. xii. 37.— 
(2) To aſſert that the law of liberty or the law of faith 


requires of us e innocence, and ſuch a 


perfection of bo iy and rational powers as Adam 
] 


„is to fet Chriſt's mediation 


condemns a man for the adultery of the cye, as 
well as for groſs fornication; and for the murder 
of, | of 
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of the tongue or heart, as well as for manual 
aſſaſſination; and it requires us to love God with 
all our heart and our neighbour as ourſelves, ac- 
cording to the light of our diſpenſation and the 
talent of power we have received from above, 
He that keeps this whole law, and breaks it in 
one point | as Saul did in the matter of Agag, 
David in the matter of Uriah, Judas in the matter 
of Mammon, ſome Corinthians and Galatians in 
biting one another; and ſome of the chriſtians to 
whom St. James wrote, in deſpiſing the poor and 
ſhewing a mean partiality to the rich ]|—he, I ſay, 
that knowingly and wilfully breaks this law m 
one point, 1s guilty of all ; and he remains under 


the curſe of it, till he has repented, and refumed 
the obedience of faith. Therefore, when our 


Lord fubſtituted the law of liberty for the law of 
innocence, he neither «gave us a licence to fin”? 
nor * became a miniſter of ſin with a witneſs,” as Mr. 
B. raſhly affirms.—(4) The fourth Mofaie com- 


mandment allows no manner of work, but the laſt 


edition of the law of liberty allows all manner of 


works of neceſſity and mercy, to be done on the 


labbath. Our Lord therefore diſpenſes with the 


uncommon rigour, with which the jews obſerved 
that ſacred day : and if Mr. B. will call that in- 
dulgence * clipping, paring” or altering the 4th 


commandment, he is at liberty: but if we break 


a commandment in availing ourſelves of our 
Lord's gracious diſpenſation, why does Mr. B. 
allow his man- ſervant, his maid-fervant, or his 
horſe, to work on the ſaturday? Why does he 
not keep the ſeventh day holy like the circum- 
cized race ?”'—(5) Innocent man with unimpaired 


powers, could yield perfect obedience, to the law of 


Innocence: therefore that law made no allowance, 


no proviſion for any deficiency in duty, Not fo 
the law of liberty; for althoughtit allows no wilful 
un, yet it does not reject ſprinkled, though as yet 
impetfett, obedience, Nor does it, as ſome di- 


vines would perſuade the world, -curſe the bud _ 


becau ſe 


r 


as a condition of ETERNAL life id GLORY, for God 
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becauſe it is not yet the bloſſom, or the bloſſom 
becauſe it is not yet the fruit, or the fruit, becauſe 
it is not yet ripe: provided it tends to maturity, 
and harbours not znfencerity, the worm that de- 
{troys evangelical obedience. It declares, that 
our works of faith are accepted according to what 
we have, and not according to what we have not, It 
graciouſly receives from an heathen ; and from a 
babe in Chriſt, the obedience of a babe. And 
inſtead of ſentencing to hell the man, whole 
pound has only gained five pounds, and in whom 
the ſeed of the word has ouly produced thirty-fold ; 
it kindly allows him half the reward of him, 


whole N has gained ten pounds, or in whom 


the ſeed has brought forth {xty-/old. But it ſhews ' 
no mercy to the unprofitable ſervant, who buries 
his talent: and it threatens with ſorer puniſh- 
ment the wicked ſervant, who turns the grace of 
God into laſcetviouſneſs. (6) „Thus ſincere obe- 
dience is now conſidered as the law of works,” 
Not ſo: but it is confidered, even by judicicus 


Calviniſts, as that obedience, which the law of 


liberty accepts of, by which it is fulfilled, and thro? 


which believers ſhall be juſtifed in the great day, 


I might fill a volume with quotations from their 
writings; but three or four will ſufficiently prove 
my aſſertion, Joſeph Alleine, that zealous and 
ſucceſsful preacher, ſays in his Sure guide to hea- 
ven, or Alarm to the unconverted. Lond. 1705. p. 
153, 154+ The terms of mercy | he ſhould have 


aid The terms of ETE&NAL "nerve, are brought 


as low as poſſible to you. God has ſtooped as low 
to ſinners, as with honour he can, He will 
not be thought a fautor of fin, nor ſtain the glory 
of his holineſs; and whither could he come 
lower than he hath, unleſs he ſhould do this? He 
has abated the impoſhble terms of the firſt cove- 
nant. Acts xvi. 31. Prov. xxviii. 13. He does 
not impoſe any thing unreaſonable or impoſſible, 
as a condition of life, [Alleine ſhould have ſaid, 


AI 
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in Chriſt moſt freely gives us an initial life of 
grace, before he puts us upon performing any 
terms in order to an eternal life of glory.] TWO 
things were neceſſary to be done by you according 
to the firſt covenant. &c. And for future obed:- 
ence, here he is content to yield to your weakneſs, 
and remit the rigor, He does not ſtand upon 
' legal | perfection &c. but is content to accept of 
fencerity, Gen. xvii. 1,——Matthew Mead in his 
treatiſe on The good of early obedience, London, 


1683, p. 402, lays, © It muſt be an upright and 


<INCERE OBEDIENCE. Halt before me and be thou 
perfect. So that ſincerity and uprightneſs is new- 


- Covenant perfection. The perfection of grace in 


heaven is glory; but the perfection of grace on 
darth is ſincerity. Mr. Henry perfectly agrees 
with M. Mead, when he thus comments upon 
Gen. vi. 9, Noah was a juſt man and perfect; he 
was perfect, not with a ſinleſs perfection | accord- 
ing to the firſt covenant] but a perfection of ſin- 
cerity, And it is well for us, that by virtue of the 
covenant of grace, upon the {core of Chriſt's righ- 
teouſneſs, fincerity is accepted as our goſpel per- 
fection!“ - Hence it is that Dr. Owen ſays, a be- 
liever as ſuch, ſhall be tried, judged, and juſtified, 
« by His own perſonal SINCERE OBEDIENCE.” Of 
juſtification, p. 111. By comparing theſe fair 
quotations with Mr B's argument, my reader, 
without having the ſagacity of * an old fox,” will 
ſee that antinomianiſm has loſt all decency in our 
days, and is not aſhamed to call jack-o'-lanthorn,”” 
&c. what the ſober calviniſts of the laſt century 
called * goſpel perfection.“ 


+ © Laſtly to infinuate, as Mr. B. does, that 


#: Chriſt becomes a miniſter of fin with a witneſs, and 


muſt be ranked at the head of antinomian preachers,” 
becauſe he has ſubſtituted the law of liberty for the 
old Adamic covenant, is ſomething ſo ungrateful 
in a believer, ſo aſtoniſhing in a goſpel-miniſter, 
that—But I ſpare the pious vicar of Everton, and 


riſe 
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riſc againſt thee, O Criſpianity ! Thou haſt ſeduced 
that man of God, and upon thee I charge his 
dreadful miſtake, However, he will permit me 
to conclude this anſwer to his ſhrewd argument 
by the following query: If Chriſt becomes a 
miniſter of ſin, and muſt be ranked at the head of the 
antinomian preachers,” for placing us under the 
law of liberty, which curles a fallen believer that 
breaks it in one point [though it ſhould be only 
by ſeretly harbouring malice or luſt in his heart] 
what muſt we ſay of the divines, who give us to 
underſtand, that believers arc not under the law 


-preached by St. James. but under directions or- 


& rules of life,“ which they may break unto adul- 
tery and murder, without cealing to be God's 
pleaſant children, and men after his own heart ? 
Muſt theſe popular men be ranked at the head, 
or at the tail of the antinomuan preachers ? 

P. 24. Mr. B. advances another argument : 
If fincere obedience means any thing, it muſt 
ſignify either doing what you can, or doing 
what you will.” I apprehend it means neither 
the one nor the other, but doing with upright- 
neſs what we know God requires of us, according to 
the diſpenſation of grace which we are 2 A 
meekly lamenting our deficiencies, and aſpiring 
at doing all better and better every day. So we 
are“ [not got upon the old ſwampy ground again, 
hut ſtand upon the rock of ages, and there de- 
fend the law of liberty againſt miſtaken ſoli- 
ſidians. 

P. 27. Mr B. inſtead of ſhewing, that our obe- 
dience is nfincere if we live in fin, and deſpiſe 
Chriſt's ſalvation, goes on mowing down all ſin— 
cere obedience without diſtinction.—“ I perceive, 
lays he, you are not yet diſpoſed to renounce fincere 
obedience: and to engage us to it, he advances 
another argument, which if it were ſound would 
demoliſh not only * fencere obedzence,” but true re- 
pentance, faith unfeigned, and all chriſtianity, To 
aulwer it therefore, I only need to produce. it; 


ſubſtituting 
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ſubſtituting the words true repentance, or faith un- 
teigned, ſor fincere obedience,” which Mr B. ridi- 
cules: thus: 

Jou might have reaſon to complain, if God had 
made ſincere obedience [I ſay, true repentance, or 
faith, unfeigned] a condition of ſalvation e much 
talk of tt there is, lile the good man in the moon, yet 
None could ever ken it. I dare defy the ſcribes to tell 
me truly what ſincere | repentance | is ; whether it 
means leaving half my fins, or one fiftieth, or one 
hundredth part; ſhedding half a ſcore tears or 
fifty, or one hundred. I dare defy all the lawyers in 
the world to tell me whether faith unfeigned means 
believing half the bible, or three quarters, or one 
quarter, or one ate or one hundredth part : or 
whether it means believing with * half a grain of 
the faith which removes a mountain-load of guilt,” 
or one fiftieth, or one hundredth part of a grain? 
Or whether it implies bcheving with all our 
Hearts, or with * half, or three quarters, or one 
guar r, Sc. Where muſt we draw- the line! It 
furely needs a magic wand to draw it. Sce p. 27. 
I. 13. &c. | 

Mr. B. turns this flaming argument againſt ſincere 
obedience like the cherub's ſword, every way, Take 
two more inſtances of his {kill ; ſtill giving me leave 
to level at faith unfeigned, „e total term of all ſal- 
vation,” what he ſays, againſt ſincere obedience--P, 
18. © If God has made fincere obedience | I retort faith 
unfergned | the conDiT1ON | or term | of ſalvation, 
ke would certainly have drawn the line, and marked out 


the boundary preciſely, becauſe our life depended on it.“ 
| - =P af6 


Mr. B. invites me thus to retort his bad arguments againſt 


- ſincere obedience p. 94. 1 18. I have been praying fifteen years 
for faith wtih ſome earneſtneſs, and am not yet poſſeft of more than half 


@ grain,— Jeſus aſſures you that a fingle grain, &c. would REMOVE 
A MOUNTAIN load of guilt from the conſcience, &c. 
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—— Page 28 Sincere obedience“ I continue to ſay 
faith unfeigned ] © is called a condition, or a term] 
and no one knows what it is, Sc. O fine condition 
Surely Satan was the author of it. 


P. 24. It is Satan's catch-word for the goſpel, P. 
38. It is © nothing but a e wage dancin 
here and there and every where,” &c, For, p. 29. 1 
God has drawn no boundary, man muſt draw it, and, 
will draw it where he pleaſetn.“ * Sincere obedience” 
[I ſtill retort fincere repentance, or true faith 
« thus becomes a noſe of wax, and is fo fingered as to 
fit exafily every human face. I look upon this doc- 
trine, as the devil's maſter-piece, &c.“ 4 
And I look upon theſe aſſertions, as the maſter- 
iece of antinomian raſhneſs, and geneva-logic in 
the mouth of the pious vicar of Everton, Is it not 
ſurprizing, that he, who unmaſks the chriſtian 
world ſhould be fo hood-winked by Calviniſm, as 
not to ſee that there are as many falſe profeſſors 
of $1NCERE repentance and True faith, as there are 
of ſincere obedrence ; that even the Turks calkthem- 
ſelves muſſulmen, or true believers ;. and that he 
has full as much reaſon to call ſincere repentance, 
or true faith, a rotten buttreſs, a noſe of wax, a paper 
kite, a jack-o'lanthorn, &c. as ſincere obedience ? 
What a touch has this learned divine given 
here to the ark of God, in order to prop up that 
of Calvin ? and how happy is it for religion, that 
this grand argument againſt obedience, repentance, 
and faith, 1s founded upon an hypothetical pro- 
18 P. 29. 1. 18, 3 God has drawn no 
oundary ?'”” This ſuppoſition Mr, B. takes for 
ome ahough it is evidently falſe; the boundaries 
of fincere obedience being full as clearly drawn in 
the ſcriptures as thoſe of true repentance, and faith 
unfeigned. RE 
God himſelf without © magic wand” has 
drawn * the line,” both in every man's conſcience 
and in his written word, The line of Jewi 
obedience is drawn all over the old teſtament, 


eſpecially 
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eſpecially Ex. xx. Pf, xviii. and Mic. vi. 8. The 
line of Chriſtian obedience is exactly drawn all 
over the new teſtament, and moſt particularly in 
our Lord's ſermon upon the mount : and the line 
of heathen faith and obedience 1s, -without the 
ſcripture, drawn in every breaſt, by the gracious 
light that enlightens every man who comes into the 
world. Through this light even mahometans and 
heathens may BELIEVE that God is, and that he is a 
rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him ; and by this 
FAITH they may work righteouſneſs, do to others as 
they would be done by, and ſo fulfil the law of 
liberty according to their diſpenſation : and that 
ſome do, is evident from thoſe words of the 
apoſtle : when the Gentiles, who have not the | written | 
law, do by nature | in its preſent ſtate of initial re- 
ftoration, without any other aſſiſtance than that 
which divine grace vouchſafes to all men univer- 
ally] the things contained in the law ; theſe having 
no (written) law, are a law unto themſelves, and ſhew 
the work (or precepts) of the law written in their 
hearts : their conſcience alſo bearing witneſs and their 
thoughts, accuſing or excuſing one another, Rom. ii. 
14, 15. Therefore, the dreadful blow, inadver- 
tently ſtruck at all religion the fide of. fincere 
obedtence, 18 happily given with a broken reed : 
chriſtianity ſtands : the important term of ſincere 
obedience, with reſpect to adult perſons, has not 
Satan, but the bleſſed God, for its author ; and ar- 
tinomianiſm is more and more © unmaſked.” 

But theſe are not all Mr. Berridge's objections 
againſt obedience ; For p. go. he ſays, © If works 
are a condition in the goſpel covenant, then works muſt 
make the whole of it.“ hy ſo? -May not faith 
and repentance, ſo long as they continue true and 
lively, produce good works, their proper fruit ? 
Why muſt the fruit © make the whole” of the trec ?P 
Beſides, works being the evidencing cauſe of our ſal- 


vation, according to the goſpel, you have no warrant 
| frong 


=" 
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from Scripture to ſay, they muſt make the whole 
cauſe of it, They agree extremely well with 
faith, the inſtrumental cauſe ; with Chrift's blood, |, 
the properly meritorious cauſe; and with God's 
mercy, the firſt moving cauſe. May I not affirm, 
that the motion of the fourth wheel of a clock, 
is abſolutely neceſſary to its pointing the hour, 
without ſuppoſing that ſuch a wheel muſt make the 
whole of the wheel-work ? O how have the lean 
kine afgending out of the lake of Geneva, eaten 
thoſe that fed ſo long near the river Cam ? 

But you add, P. 30. Sincere obedience as @ con- 
dition, will lead you unavoidably to perfect obedience. 
And ſuppoſe it ſhould, pray, where would be the 
misfortune ? Is it right to frighten the Chriſtian 
world from fncere eee by holding out to 
their view Chriltian Perfection, as if it were 
Meduſa's fearful head ? Are we not commanded 
to go on to perfection? Was not this one of our 
Lord's complaints againſt the Church of Sardis ? 
J have not found thy works perfect before God ? 
Does not St, Paul ſum up all the law, or all 
obedience in love? And does not St. John make 
honourable mention of perfect love, and excite 
thole who are not made perfect in love, to have 


fellowſhip with im? and with thoſe who could 


ſay, Our love is made perfect, 1 John iv. 17 ? Why 
then ſhould the world be driven from fincere, 


by the fear of perfect obedience? Eſpecially as 


our Lord never required ab/olute perfection from 
archangels, much leſs from fallen man : the per- 
fection which he kindly calls us to, being nothing 
but a faithful improvement of our talents, accord- 
ing to the proportion of the grace given us, and 
the ſtandard of the diſpenſation we are under. 
So that upon this footing, he whole one talent 
gains another, obeys as perfectly in his 8 
as he whoſe five talents gain five more. ot- 
withſtanding all the inſinuations of thoſe ffhers 
of men, who beat the ſtreams of truth, to drive 
the fiſhes from Chriſtian Perfection into the 
| C 2 Antinomian 
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Antinomian net. God is not an auſtere maſter, 
much leſs a fooliſh one, he does not expect to 
reap where he has not ſown: or to reap wheat 
where he ſows only barley, Thoſe gracious 
words of our Lord, repeated four times in the 
golpel, might alone filence them that diſcourage 
believers from going on to the perfection of 
obedience peculiar to their diſpenſation, To every 
one that hath to purpoſe, e be. given, and he 

all have abundance, he ſhall attain the perfection 
of his diſpenſation; but from him that hath not, 
becauſe he buries his talent, under pretence that 
his Lord requires unattainable obedience, ſhall be 
taken away even that which he hath, Compare Matt. 
xiii. 12. with Matt. Xxxv. 29, Mark iv. 24, and 
Luke viii. 18. | 

The two laſt arguments of Mr. Berridge againſt 
fincere obedience may be retorted thus, (1) If 
faith zs a condition | or term] in the goſpel covenant, 
then it [faith] muſt make the whole of it. But if 
this is true, what becomes of Chriſt's obedience 
unto death? You reply, Faith neceſſarily ſup- 
poles it. But you cannot eſcape: I follow you 


ſtep by ſtep, and ſay, The works I plead for, 


neceſſarily ſuppoſe not only our Lord's obedience 
unto death, but faith which you call “the only 
term of all ſalvation.” (2) You ſay, fincere 
obedience as a condition will lead you unavordably .up 
to perfect obedience, And I retort: faith un- 
feigned, as a' term or condition, will lead you 
unavoidably up to perfect faith: for if the law of 
kberty commands us to love God with all our ſoul, 
it charges us alſo to believe in Chriſt with all our 
heart. Acts viii. 37. Should you reply, I am not 
afraid of being led up to  Jerſes faith, I return the 
ſame anſwer with regard to perfect obedience, 


This argument againſt fincere obedience, taken 
from the danger of going on to the perfection of it, 
is ſo much the 'more extraordinary, when drop- 

ing from Mr. Berridge's pen, as it is demoliſhed 

y the words of his mouth, when he ſings, 20 

N 40 ee 
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“Thee we would be always bleſſing, 
Serve thee as thy hoſts above, 
Pray and praiſe thee without ecaſing,. 
Glory in thy perfect love. 


Finiſh then thy new creation ; 

Pure and ſpotleſs may we be! 
Triumph in thy full ſalvation, 
. Perfeftly reſtor'd by thee !” 


See a Collection of divine ſongs by J. Berridge, M. A. 
Kc. p. 179. 


To conclude: Another argument is often urged 
by this pious author to render the doctrine, of a 
believer's final juſtification by the evidence of 
works odious to humble ſouls. He takes it for 
granted that it encourages boaſting ; ſtill con- 
Lunding the works of faith, which he at times re- 
commends as well as I, with the phariſaical works 
of unbelief, which 1 perpetually decry as well as 
he. But even this argument, about which the 
Calviniſts make ſo much noiſe, may be retorted 
thus : there is as much danger of being proud of 
one's faith, as of one's works of faith; and if Mr. 
B. preſſes me with Rom. 11. 27. ' Boaſting is ex- 
duded the law of faith ; 1 reply, that, the works 
F plead for being the works or rAiTH, his argu- 
ment makes as much for me as for him; and I 
preſs him in my turn with Rom. xi. 18, 20; Boaſt 
not thyſelf againſt the branches. Thou ftandeſt by 
faith. Be not high-minded, but fear. Which ſhews, 
it is as poſſible, to be proud of faith, as of the 
works of faith, Nor can a believer boaſt-of the 
latter, unleſs his humble faith begins to degene- 
rate into vain fancy, 


Such are the capital objeſtions, that Mr. B. in 
his unguarded zeal for the firſt goſpel axiom, has 
advanced againſt the ſeeond. Should he attempt 
to exculpate himſelf by Cg that all his argu- 

| r 3 


ments 
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ments againſt ſincere obedience are levelled at the 
hypocritical obedience which phariſaic boaſters 
fometimes call fencere : I reply, (1) It is pity he 
never once told his readers ſo. (2) It 1s ſurprizing 
that he who unmaſks the Chriſtian world, ſhould ſo 
maſk himſelf, as to ſay juſt the reverſe of what, he 
means. (3) If he reall 

obedience, why does he not attack it As infin- 
tere? And why does he advance no arguments 
againſt it, but ſuch as would give the deepeſt 
wound to truly ſincere obedience if they were con- 
cluſive ? (4) What would Mr. B. ſay of me, if I 
publiſhed an impious eflay againſt divine worſhip 
mm general, and to vindicate my conduct gavè it 
out ſome months after, that I only meant to at- 
tack the worſhip of the hoſt”” which makes a part 


ſo lame anexcule clear me before the dh f. 
world? But, (5) the worſt is, that if Calviniſm 


is true, all Mr. B's. arguments are as concluſive 


againſt evangelical, ſincere obedience, as againſt 
*o hypocritical works of phariſees: for if Chril- 
tians (who have time to add the works chiefly 
recommended by St. James, to the faith chiefly 
preached by St. Paul) have a full, inamiſſible title to 


final juſtification without thoſe works, ' nay with 


the moſt horrid works, ſuch as adultery and mur- 
der; is it not evident that the paſſport of good 
works and ſincere obedience, is as needleſs to their 
eternal ſalvation, as à rotten buttreſs, a paper- kite, 
or a jack-0'-lanthorn ? 
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y deſigns to attack inſincere 
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of what the paprjts call - divine worſhip?” Would 
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FOURTH SECTION. 


When Mr. B. grants, that © our Damnation is 
wholly. from ourſelves,” he grants that our 
ſalvation ts ſuſpended upon ſome term, which 
through grace we have power to fulfil ; and in 
this caſe, unconditional reprobation, abſolute 


election, and finiſhed yx. are falſe doc- 
trines : and Calvin's whole ſyſtem ſtands upon @ 
andy foundation. 


HEN a man grants me two and two, he 
grants me four ; he cannot help it. If he 
exclaims againſt me for drawing the neceſſary in- 
ference, he only expoſes himſelf before men of 
ſenſe.— Mr. B. p. 190, fully grants the ſecond 
goſpel axiom : © Our damnation, lays he, is wholly 
from ourſelves : nevertheleſs he declares, p. 26, that. 
there is © an. abſolute wmpoffebility. of being juſtified 
(or ſaved) in any manner by our works ;” and part 
of his book ſeems levelled at this propoſition of 
the minutes, Salvation not by the merit of 

works, but by works as a condition.“ Now, if I 
am not miſtaken, by granting the above-mentioned 
goſpel axiom, as moderate Calviniſts do, he grants 
me Mr, W's. propoſition, together with the de- 

molition of Calviniſm : for 

(1) If my damnation is wholly from myſelf*, it is 

not the neceſſary conſequence of an abſolute . 

tious decree of non- election, for then my dam- 

| nation 


* By the word wholly, Mr. B: cannot mean that our damnation 
may not have ſecondary.cauſes, ſuch as a tempting devil, analluring, 
world, wicked company, a bad book, &c. He is too wiſe to deny 
it. All I fuppoſe he means, as well as myſelf, is that every 3 
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cannot receive tWo incompatible propoſitions, they 
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nation Would be wholly from God. Nor is it the 


neceſſary conſequence of the devil's temptation, for 
then it would be from the devil: nor is it (upon 
the goſpel plan) the neceſſary conſequence of 
Adam's fall ; becauſe, although I fell ſeminally 
into a ſtate of damnation in the loins of Adam, 
yet the free gift came ſeminally upon me, as well as 
upon all men, unto initial juſtification ; for I was no 
leſs in Adam, when God raiſed him up by the true 

romiſe of a Mediator, than when he fell by the- 
* promiſe of the tempter. 

Now if my damnation is neither from any un- 
conditional decree of reprobation, nor from the 
fall of Adam, what becomes of Apollyon and his: 
ſiſter, the great Diana? What becomes of abſolute 
reprobation, and its r 2 8 companion, un- 
conditional election? What becomes of all the 
horrors that St. Paul is ſuppoſed to father upon the 
God of love, Rom. ix. In a word, What becomes 
of Calviniſm ? A hotly f 

Again, If © my damnation is. whotty from myſelf,” 
the uſt Judge of all the earth Fer 7" avon re. pa 
ſonally for ſomething, which he had put it in my 

zower perſonally to do or to leave undone, My 
ae? Are then, and conſequently my ſalvation, 
is neceſſarily ſuſpended on ſome term or con- 
dition, the performance or e pines of 
which, is at my option. Nor is light more con- 
trary to darkneſs than theſe two propoſitions of 
Mr. B. are to each other, „Our damnation ts wholly 


from ourſelves : And, St. Paul plainly ſhuts out” 


all works of fincere obedience, as a ONO“ of 
eternal ſalvation. On the firſt, ſtand the minutes. 
and the checks; on the ſecond, calviniſm and an- 
tinomianiſm. And as ſome of Mr. B's, readers. 


re 


Þate is the primary meritorious cauſe of his damnation. Juſt as di- 
vine grace in Chriſt is the primary, meritorious cauſe of our ſalva- 
tion; although under that original, principal, leading cauſe, there 
are inferior, inſtrumental, evidencing cauſes, ſuch as Bibles, Mis 


oiſters, religious converſation, faith, good works, &c. 
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deſire to know which of them we muſt give to the 
winds, with the paper-kite of ſincere obedience ? 

i hope that gentleman will not endeavour to 
ſcreen calviniſm by ſaying, that the reprobates are 
damned merely for their perſonal fins, and there- 
fore their damnation is wholly 2 themſelves, An 
illuſtration will ſhow the fallacy of this argn- 
ment, by which calviniſm 1s frequently kept m 
countenance, 

A Monarch, in whoſe dominions all children 
are naturally born lame, makes a law that all who 
{hall not walk ſtrait before a certain day, ſhall be 
caſt into a hery furnace. The terrible day comes, 
and myriads of lame culprits {ſtand before him, 
His anger ſmokes againſt them, and with a ſtretch- 
ed out arm he thunders, Depart from me, ye 
curſed, into that place of torment prepared for 
obſtinate offenders : for when I bid you walk up- 
right, ye perſiſted to go lame. Go burn to all 
eternity, and as ye burn, clear my juſtice: and 
remember, that your miſery is WHOLLY from YOUR= 
$ELVES. 

Work from OURSELVES ! they reply with one 
voice: was it ever in our power not to be born 
lame : or to walk upright in our crippled con- 
dition ? Walt not thou acquainted wh our natu- 
ral misfortune? When a wongerful man came 
into thy kingdom, to heal the lame, didſt thou 
not order that he ſhould paſs us by? If he and 
his ſervants have tantalized us with general offers 
of a free cure, doſt thou not know, they were 
complimental, lying offers? Haſt thou forgotten, 
how thou ordereſt the loving Phyſician who wept 
over us, never to prepare one drop of his purple 
tincture for us? And how thy « ſecret will” 
bound us with the inviſible chains of an effcatious 
gecree of preterition, that we might never come 
at that precious remedy? In a word, was it not 
from the beginning thy fixt determination, that as 
we are born lame and helpleſs ſubjects to thy 
crown: ſo we ſhould remain the lame and reme- 
dileſs victim of thy wrath ? If 7 
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ſhow the boundleſs extent of thy grim ſovereignty, 
by caſting us into the flaming abyſs, do it ; for we 
cannot reſiſt thee; but do not pretend that we 
have pulled down thy wrath upon us. Rob, O 
rob us not of the only alleviation, that our de- 
plorable caſe can admit of, viz. the comfort of 
thinking that our deſtruction is not from ourſelves. 
If thou wilt be fierce as a lion, at leaſt be not 
n as a crocodile, 
ear ye heavens, replies the abſolute monarch, 
give car O earth, and judge of the juſtice of my 
E againſt theſe * culprits. In con- 
equence of a permiſſive, eſicatious decree of mine, 
ve or {ix thouſand years ago, one of their anceſ- 
tors brought lameneſs upon himſelf and upon 
them ; therefore their neceſlary lameneſs and the 
fearful deſtruction with which I am going to 
puniſh their lame ſteps, are wholly from themſelves. 
Are not my ways equal, and theirs unequal ? And 
far from being a crocodile towards them, am I 
not a lamb in whoſe mouth is no guile? Or at 
leaſt a lion, who like that of the tribe of Judah, 
uſe my ſovereign power only according to the 
cleareſt dictates of juſtice and equity ?—Out of 
thine own mouth, reply the wretched culprits, 
the world of rational beings will condemn thee, 
thou true king of terrors! Thou acknowledgeſt 
that thouſands of years before we were born one 
of our anceſtors ee. upon us the neceſl; 
lameneſs, in conſequence of which we muſt be 
caſt into. that fiery furnace, without having ever 
had it in our power to take one ſtrait ſtep ; and 
yet thou ſayeſt that our deſtruftion is wholly from 
ourſelves | If thou wert not loſt to all ſenſe of 
equity and regard for truth, thou wouldſt ſay, that 


our condemnation is not from ourſelves but whol- 
ly from a man whom moſt of us never heard of: 


unleſs thou waſt the grand contriver of the fall, 
which brought on his lameneſs and ours : and in 
that caſe our deſtruttion is far leſs from him than 


from thyſelf. Beſides, thou haſt publiſhed a decree, 


in Which thou declareſt, They all ſay no more, The 
\ = hs ; fathers 


Sa. A La. Ai * "ER 
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fathers have eaten a ſour grape, and the children's 


teeth are ſet on edge: but every one ſhall die for his 
OWN INIQuirY. Behold all fouls are mine, as the 


foul of the father, ſo alſo the ſoul of the fon ts 


mine, The foul that finneth it ſhall die the death 
thou deſigneſt us. Now iniquity that we could 
never perſonally help, an iniquity cauſed by one 
of our anceſtors, can never be our own intquity 
contradiſtinguiſhed from that of our fathers, If 
thou didſt caſt all the aſſes of thy kingdom into 
thy fiery furnace, becauſe they do not bray as 
melodioufly as the Nightingale ſings: or all the 
Ravens, becauſe they are not white as Swans; 
couldſt thou with any truth ſay, Their torments 
are wholly from themſelves? And haſt thou any 
more reaſon to ſay that our perdition is from 
ourſelves, when thou burneſt merely for our 
natural, neceſſary lameneſs, and for the lame ſteps 
that it has naturally and neceſſarily occaſioned ? 
The judicious reader will enter into this illuſ- 
tration without being preſented with a key of my 
own making ; and truſting his candor and good 
ſenſe with that buſineſs, I draw the following 
inferences from the ſecond goſpel-axiom which 
Mr. B. has explicitly granted, (1) God does not 
prevaricate, but ſpeaks a melancholy truth when 
lie ſays, O 1fradl THou haſt deſtroyed ThvsELy. 
(2) Every hy qua is kts own deſtroyer, not only 
becauſe he has wilfully finned away the juſtifi- 
cation mentioned Rom. v. 18. by which all in- 
fants are entitled to the kingdom of heaven; but 
alſo becauſe he wilfully rejects the ſalvation 
really prepared for, and fincerely offered to him in 
Chriſt. (3) According to the ſecond covenant we 
are never in a ſtate of perſonal damnation, till we 
have perſonally buried the talent of that grace 


which bring:th ſalvation, and hath ap/:ared to all men. 
(4) Calviniſm which teaches the rep1obates fully to 


exculpate themſelves, and juſtly to charge God with 


ſhuffling, lying, injuſtice, cruelty, an Men. 
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is aſyſtem that does the reprobates infinite honour, 
and the divine perfections unſpeakable injury. And 
(5) When Mr. B. maintains, that o ⁰ damnation 


1% wholly from ourſelvet,“ he maintains indirettly, 
that the Minutes and Checks, which neceſſarily 
ſtand or fall with that goſpel axiom, are truly 


Scriptural. Thus, like other pious Wee 
0 


* The warm author of a Pamphlet entitled © Dr. Ci 
ghoft, or a Check upon Checks : being abridle for Antinomians, and 
a whip for Pelagian and Arminian Methodiſts,” with this motto, 
Without are dogs, and whoſoever loveth and maketh a lie; deſigned, it 
ſeems, to whip the Arminian dogs, and to prove that Flavel, 
Baxter, Williams, and I, make à lie, when we repreſent Dr, 
Criſp as an abettor of © Antinomian dotages.” ——This warm 
author, 1 ſay informs us that even Dr. Criſp, overcome by the 

laring evidence of truth, once ſaid : “ muſt read the fearful 
Loom of all, who have not learned this leſſan [denying ungod- 
lineſs] and are not yet taught it of God, &c. They are yet in the 
g#ll of bitterneſs and in the bond of iniquity, and have not their 
rt in this matter. I ſay, as yet, this is their fearful doom, and 
if they continue thus untaught their leſſon, there can be no ſal- 
vation by grace for them. Not every one that ſays, Lord, Lord, 
ſhall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he that doth the will 
of my Father which is in heaven, &c. Some licentious ungodly 
wretches, I know, reply, though to their own ruin, &c. that 
Chriſt juſtifies the ungodly, and we are ſaved by faith without 
works: but alas! they obſerve not how cunningly the devil 
equivocates to lull them aſleep in their ungodly — (hs It is 
true indeed that Chriſt juſtifies the ungodly, that is, he finds 
them ungodly when he imputes his righteouſneſs to them; 
but he does not leave them ungodly after he has inſpired them, 
he teacheth them to deny ungodlineſs : he affords no cloak to 
12 in ungodlineſs, but will come in flaming fire, with 
is mighty angels to render vengeance unto ſuch. He that 
denics not ungodlineſs bim will Chriſt deny before his Father 
which is in heaven, Why then wilt thou be deluded with 
GROSS SOPHISTRY, in fo clear a sUuNSHINE of the goſpel? 
Is not he light ſo bright that thine own heart checks thes? And 
if thine heart condemns thee, God is greater, and ſearches all 
things.“ | 


-  { Hail! Criſp. Far from checking my checks, and whipping 


the Arminian dog, in an happy moment thou_manfully fighte 
St. James's battle; thou calleſt the doctrine of the checks 
« ſunſkine;” and wHIrPEsST thine own ſpeculative error out of 
the church as gr ſophiſtry,” 
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he gives us an excellent doſe of antidote to expel 
D Antinomian 


Dr. Criſp [as quoted by this opponent] almoſt diſcovered once 
the important difference between the ſalvation of a inner, 
previous to works; and the ſalvation of a beltever, conſequent 
upon works. wh. | 

His excellent words run thus, © It is true alſo, we are ſaved 
by faith without works, but here alſo Satan equivocates as groſsly 
as in the other caſe; for though faith oaly ſaves without works 
efhciently, EH NOT CONSEQUENTI ALLY, as I faid before: that 
is, though · faith only ſaves, yet that faith muſt not be alone that 
ſaves, but muſt be attended with its fruits, to wit, denying un- 
god lineſs: elſe it is ſo far from ſaving, that it is but a dead faith, 
and he is but a vain man that has no better, as St. James well 
affirms. The perſon believing muſt deny ungodlineſs, though, 
this denial works not his ſalvation.” [This is very true, if it is 
underſtood either of initial ſalvation, or of the primary cauſe of 
eternal ſalvation} - „Our Saviour ſpeaks to the ſame purpoſe 
A ud tree bringeth forth good fruit: he does not ſay the fruit 
makes it a good tree, yet the good fruit is inſeparable. I ſpeak 
not of quantities or degrees, &c. but of the truth, to wit à rat 
and fincere denial of ungodlineſs Excellent! To whip the dogs 
the Rev. Mr, P I, needs only prove, that when David robbed 
Uriah of the ewe-lamb that lay in Fs boſom, tried to kill his foul 
with drunkenneſs, and treacherouſly killed his body with the 
ſword of the Ammonites, he really and ſincerely denied ages: 
line And that his faith produced the goed fruit, which is 
INSEPARABLE from ſaving faith. The moment this is done, 
I promiſe the public to bs ious Calviniſts in general from 
the charge of ſpeculative Antinomianiſm. Dr. Criſp in particular 
from that of laring contradiction and his zealous ſecond, who 
accuſes me with ** groſs falfitics,” from talviniſtie raſhneſ. : 
We can no more exculpate warm Calviniſts, when they J 
holineſs into the hands of p actical Antinomians, becauſe they 
now and then ſpeak honoprably of good works: than we can 
clear Pontius Plate. from the guilt of delivering the Meſſiah to 
the jews, becauſe he once ſoſemuly tool mater, and waſhed his 
hands before the multitude, | aying, 1 „nd na faxlt; in this Jef 
perſon: I am: innocent of; his blogd : ſee. ye to it. If the Reverend 
author of the Whip for the Arminians conſiders this, or if he 
turns. to; IV, Check. p. 40, whete 1 produce” P- Williams's 
_ obſervation r Ning Dy. Criſp's inconſiſtency, he will probably 

be leſs\forwar C checking" Checks; that he has nat candi poop 
fideted: and! in aking whips for the back of his honeſt nel 
dourb, leſt ſome 292 ſhould take tem from bim to lafh his 
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Antinomian poiſon, But who ſhall recommend 
it to the Calviniſtic world? Mr. Weſley they will 
not hear: my Checks they will not read. Go 
then, © valiant Sergeant, IF.“ Thou comeſt from 
Euerton, therefore thou ſhalt be welcome. Thou 
knoweſt the way to the cloſets of Solifidians ; 
nay thou art there already with «© The Chriſtian 
world unmaſked.” ; 


FIFTH SECTION. 


Mr. B. candidly grants the conditionality of per- 
ſeverance, and conſequently of election, by ſhowin 
much reſpeet to Sergeant IF,” who © pa 
the camp of Jeſus . Buy Joon picking a quarrel 
with the valient Sergeant, he diſcharges him as 
a Few, opens the camp to the Antinomiuns by 
eppoſing to them only a ſham centinel, and ſhows 
. the foundation of Caluini/m- in a moſt ſtriking 
laght. in . 1 | V1 674 :* 
HE pious author of * The Chriſtian, World un- 
| maſhed" Tptaking of the Calviniſtic doctrine of 
unconditional perſeverance, which he confounds 
with the. , evangelical doctrine of conditional 
perſeverance, p. 194. ſays with great truth, 
provided he had ſpoken of the latter; it 
« affords, a ſtable prop to upright minds, yet 
lends no wantop cloak to corrupt hearts. It 
brings a «cordial to revive the faint, arid keeps 
A guard to check the forward. The guard, at- 


tending on this doctrine; is Sergeant, low 


in ſtature, but lofty in ſignificance z a very valiant 
guard, though a monoſyllable. Kind notice has 
— taken of the Sergeant by Jeſus Chriſt * 

3 | 5 18 
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his Apoſtles; and much reſpect is due unto him 
from the Lord's recruiting officers, and every 
foldier in his army. Pray liſten to the Sergeant's 
23 : TF ye continue in my word, then are ye my 

;ferples indeed, John vin. g1. F yedo theſe things 
ye ſhall never fall, 2 Peter i. 10. IF what ye have 


heard ſhall abide in you, ye ſhall continue in the Son 


and in the Father, 1 John ii. 24. We are made par- 
takers of Chriſt, IF we hold the beginning of. our con- 
fidence ftedfaſt unto the end, Heb, iii. 14. Whofo 
lodketh and continueth (that is, IF he that looketh, 
doth continue) in the perfect law of liberty, 
that man fhall be bleſſed in his deed, James i. 25." 
—— And again, p. 194. IF backſliders fancy, 
they muſt all be reſtored by repentance, becauſe 
David was reſtored, and Peter was ; they might 
as well ſuppoſe, they mult all be tranſlated into 
heaven without dying,“ becauſe Enoch and Elijah 
were.“ p. 199, I. 1th. a 


$ Upon this plan of doctrine, we are ready 
to lay by our. contreverſial pens, and ſhake 
hands with our Calviniſt brethren. All that 
we deſire of them; in order to a laſting agree- 


ment, is—(1) To conſider what is implied in 


the preceding conceſſions : and to gag Sergeant 


IF, when he honeſtly ſpeaks the very words- 
of the captain of our ſalvation, or thoſe of the 


Apoſtles his Lieutenant-generals :—(2) Not to call 


him a Galatian, or a Papiſl, when he is found in com- 
pany with eee Not to enter an action 
or diſturbing the peace of thoſe 


againſt him, 
backſliders, who having denied the faith, and 
| D 2 4 loſt 


* Here Mr. B. in a fit of legality far exceeds the limits of the 
truth, which I maintain in the Checks: for he inſiauates, that 


* 


the recovery of backſliders is as improbable as their bodily 


tranſlation into heaven. For my part, ſevere as am repreſented 
to backſliders, I believe their return is ten thouſand times more 
probable, than their going to heaven as Enoch and Eljab gid. 
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loſt their firſt love, now quietly hug a boſom-fin, 
or take their Laodicean reſt on the pillow of 
ſelf- election: (J) Not to put him under arreſt, - 
for heading a platoon of thole whom ſome of the 
abſolute ele&-call diabolonians, becauſe they doubt 
the truth of unconditional election, or election 
without IF; and chuſe to fire at fin, rather than 
at their captatn,—And (5) not to ſay to him, 
Hail Sergeant, Kkiſhng him as if he were a good 
Chriſtian, in order to betray him with ſome 
decency into the hands of the Antinomians, as a 
« circumciſed caitiff.“ 

Whether my pious opponent has not treated 
the honeſt Sergeant in that manner, I leave the 
candid reader to determine, * Yet take notice,” 

ſays he, p. 194, © that Sergeant IF, is not of 
Te iſh but Chriſtian 338 ; not ſprung from 
Levi, though a ſon of Abraham; no centinel of 
Moſes, but a watchman for the camp of Jeſus, 
He wears no dripping beard, like the circumciſed 
race; and is no legal bluſtering condition to pur- 
chaſe ,man's ſalvation, but a modeſt goſpel 
evidence to prove the truth of grace. He tells no 
idle tales“ Enough, Rev. Sir, if © he tells no idle 
tales,” he does not cavil and quibble, much leſs 
does he deny his proper name, and well known 
meaning. Although he no more dreams of 
e purchaſing man's ſalvation” than you do, yet he 
is conditional If, Sergeant I, a very valiant guard 
to the Scriptural doctrine of perſeverance, and 
an N enemy to Calvin's election, and 
„% Antinomian dotages.” XZ 
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O ye oppoſers of the ſecond goſpel axiom, 
Pray come and peep !''—See Calviniſm * unmaſked” 
by one of yourprincipal leaders, who ſhews to the 

world the: futile. foundation of your doctrines of 

grace! — Thanks be to his humourous honeſty, 
we ſee now that thoſe famous dofrines ſtand 
upon the ſupermeta Neal difference there is, 
between 7. 4 45 etween Jewiſh /, and 
7 ; Chriſtian 


e SoanWw@E# ci. 


—— 
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Chriſtian 7f; legal 1f, and evangelical 1f ; If, at 
Madely, and If, at Everton. When IE, the 
culprit, appears in the Foundery-pulpit, he tells 
idle tales, it feems! he fhly diſguiſes himſelf ! 
But when 7f, the orthodox, ſhews himſelf in the 
deſk at *, for it is to be feared, that he ſeldom 
appears in the pulpit valiantly to guard Bible 
perſeverance) he never equivocates! When he 
ſays to poop's that never ſtood, or to people that 
can never fall, IF ye do theſe things ye ſhall never 
Fall, &c., He is not a condition, and yet he never 
ſhuffles! Theſe are ſtrange hints indeed! 


Patient Reader, permit me to try, by the fol- 
oY queſtions, the ſolidity of the Calviniſtic 
diſtinction between IF and I, "which ſupports 
.the amazing weight of the great Diana. (1) When 
the goſpel ſaid to David, IA thou doſt thieſe things 
thou ſhalt never fall, and he fell into adultery : 
was ſergeant IF, 4 wonesT goſpel evidence to 
prove the truth of hig grace? And ſuppoſing he 
was ſuch a- modeſt evidence, did he * lend no 
wanton cloak to a corrupt heart? -) When our 
Lord ſaid to the young ruler, IF thou wilt be per- 
fect, fell all- was ſergeant 1F of Pr or Chiriſtian 
parentage —— (g) How ſhall '1 know when the 
ſergeant's 4a centinel Moſes, or when he is a 
* watchman for the camp of Fils ?” Should you 
anſwer, A Jewiſh IF wears a dripping beard, you 
may indeed by ſuch an argument convince, an 
entertain ſome: Calviniſts; but you leave me 
quite in the dark: and with * ſome very honeſt 

olks, uh are caſt in a en foundery, inſtead of 
ringing a fre- bell, f mile at your wit and 
orthodoxy, but can no more underſtand what 
you mean by an IF «© with a dripping beard” 
than you could conceive what I would be at if I 
ſpoke of a yes, with a long tail, or a 2 with 
dreadful, horns.—(4) How ſhall I diſtinguiſh a 
6 legal” form an evangelical V? Should you ſay, 
that the egal, bluftering” ſergeant wears an halberd, 
but the evangelical mild / has no weapon at all A 


- 
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alk, What buſineſs has an unarmed IF in „ the 
camp of Jeſus?” Why, do you call him „ a 
ſergeant ?'”” Is he not a ſham „ centinel” 4 
ridiculous ſcare-crow, to deceive the ſimple, 
rather than * very valiant guard to check the 
forward ?”——=(5) How ſhall I make a difference 
between an Everton If, and a Madely ? When 
I have read my Bible in both places, I have 
always found the ſergeant exactly of the ſame 
ſtature; he always appeared in the ſame black 
regimentals; and to this day a Madely If, 
exactly anſwers to the deſcription, that the pious 
Vicar of Everton gives of him. He is © a mono- 
ſyllable, low in ſtature, but of lofty ſigniſicance: 
whereas the Everton I, is yet lower in ſigniſicance 
than in ſtature, ſince you make it ſignify juſt 
nothing. . Should you reply, that a Madely If, 
is * like one of the circumciſed races“ I anſwer, 
that although, cleven years ago, I circumciſed 
him withan Antinomian-knife, yet I did not quite 
mutilate him. But I could name a goſpel miniſter, 
who has © ſerved more than three apprenticeſhips 
at a noted hall of phyſic,“ by whom the unhappy 
ſergeant has not only been circumciſed, but quite 
emaſculated, yea deprived of his very vitals, For 
when J, in the above quoted Scriptures, is ab- 
ſolutely diveſted of conditionality and turned into 
an unneceflary evidence of grace, which the elect 
can do without, as well as David and Solomon; 
may it not be compared to a dead Sergeant, whoſe 
Iungs and (heart, are pulled out; and whoſe ill- 
Imelling remains, far from being a “ vattant 
guard againſt the forward, prove an enticing 
lure to unclear birds who fly about in ſearch of a 
Carcaſe. * SG . 


Excuſe, reader, this prolix and ludicrous defence 
of the ſergeant. The ſubject, though treated in ſo 
queer a manner, is of the utmoſt importance: forthe 
Minutes, the Checks, and the ſecond goſpel axiom 


r 
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ſtand or fall with ſergeant If. If he is a coward, 
a knave, or a cypher, antinomianiſm will {till pre- 
vail : but if he recovers his true and lofty fignifi- 
cance, he will ſoon rid the church of antinomian 
dotages. As © much reſpe& is due unto him,“ 


enious book I quote indiretly undermines, I 
thoyght it my duty to „open my bag” alſo, and 
let out a ferret, or to ſpeak exactly the language 
of Everton, a fox” to Chaſe a ſtraggli gooſe 
hard at hand.” Take notice however that by the 
% gooſe, I do not mean the truly reverend author 
of the world unmaſked, for he has wit enough, and 
to ſpare: but te waddling dame, calviniitic 
contradiction, alias Logica Genevenſis. And now 
reader, I lay her before thee, not to make thee 
ſup upon her © amidſt a deal of cackling muſic, 
but that thou wouldſt help me to nail her up to 
the everlaſting doors” of the temple of truth, as 
iportſimen do cranes and foxes to the doors of 
their rural buildings, 


en St. James's undefiled religion, which the 
i 


— 
CONCLUSION. 


Were I to conclude thefe ſtrictures upon the 
dangerous tenets, inadvertently advanced, and 
happily contradifted, in, The Chriſtian world un- 
maſted, without profeſſing my brotherly love and 
ſincexe reſpect for the ingenious and pious Author: 
J ſhould wrong him, myſelf, and the cauſe which 
I defend. I only do him juſtice when I ſay, that 
few, very few of our elders, equal him in de- 
n to Chriſt, zeal, diligence, and miniſ- 
terial ſucceſs, His indefatigable labours in the 
word and doctrine, entitle Pim to a double ſhare 
of honour: and I invite all my readers to efteem 
him with me highly in love for his Maſter's, and his 
work's ſake ; intreating them not to undervalue 
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his vital piety on account of his Antinomian 
opinions; and beſeeching them to conſider, that 
his errors, are ſo much the more excuſable, as 
they do not influence his moral conduct, and 
he refutes them himſelf far more than his 
favourite ſcheme of doctrine allows him to do. 
Add to this, that thoſe very errors ſpring in a 
great degree from the idea, that he honduis 
Chriſt by receiving, and does God ſervice by 


propagating them, 


The defire of catching the attention of his 
readers, has made him chuſe a witty, facetious 
manner of writing, for which he has a peculiar 
turn; and the neceſſity I am under of ſtanding 
his indire attack obliges me to meet him upon 
his own ground, and to encounter him with his 
own weapons. I beg, that what paſſes for evan- 
gelical humour in him, may not be called, jnde- 
cent levity in me. A ſharp pen may be guided by 
a kind heart ; and ſuch, I am perſuaded, is that 
of my much eſteemed antagoniſt, whom 1 pub- 
lickly invite to my pulpit : proteſting that I ſhould 
be edified, and overjoyed, to hear him enforce 
there the guarded ſubſtance of his book, which, 
notwithſtanding the vein of ſolifidianiſm I have 
taken the liberty to open, contains many great and 
glorious truths, | | 


End of the Second Part. © 
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